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PREFACE TO THE ABRIDGMENT.

THE interest felt in the discoveries on the site of Nine-
veh having been so general, it was suggested to me that
an abridgment of my work on “Nineveh and its Remains,”

published in a cheap and popular form, would be accept- .

able to the public. I had already commenced such an
abridgment, when I was called away on a second expedi-
tion into Assyria, which left me no leisure for hterary
occupations.

On my return to England, I found that several inaccu-
rate aad incomplete accounts of my first researches had
already been published. I determined, therefore, to com
plete without delay the abridged work which is now
presented to the public.

In this abridgment I have omitted the second part of
the original work, introducing the principal Biblical and
historical illustrations into the narrative, which has thus,
[ hope, been rendered more useful and complete.

As recent discoveries, and the contents of the inscrip-
tions, as far as they have been satisfactorily deciphered,
have confirmed neari; all the opinions expressed in the

original work, no changes on any material points have

been introduced into this abridgment. I am still inclined
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to believe that all the ruins explored represent the site
of ancient Nineveh, and while still assigning the later
monuments to the kings mentioned in Scripture, Shalma-
nezer, Sennacherib, and Essarhadon, I am convinced that
a considerable period elapsed between their foundation
and the erection of the older palaces of Nimroud. The
results of the attempts to decipher the inscriptions are
still too uncertain to authorize the use of any actual names
for the earlier kings mentioned in them.

Septomber, 1851.



INTRODUCTION.

BzFoRrE submitting the following narrative of my labors
in Assyria to the reader, it may not be uninteresting to
give a slight sketch of what had been done in the field
of Assyrian antiquities, previous to the recent discoveries
on the site of Nineveh. :

A few fragments scattered among ancient authors,
and a list of kings of more than doubtful authenticity, is
all that remains of a history of Assyria by Ctesias; while
of that attributed to Herodotus not a trace has been pfe-

,served. Oflater writers who have touched upon Assyrian
history, Diodorus Siculus, a mere compiler, is the princi-
pal. In Eusebius, and the Armenian historians, such as
Moses of Chorene, may be found a few valuable details
and hints, derived, in some instances, from original sources
not altogether devoid of authenticity.

Tt is remarkable that in profane history we meet with
only three Assyrian monarchs of whose deeds we have any
account,—Ninus, Semiramis, and Sardanapalus. Ninus
and his queen, like all the heroes of yprimitive nations,
appear to have become mythic characters, to whom all
great deeds and national achievements were assigned.
Although originally historic personages, they were sub-
sequently invested to some extent with divine attributes,
and were interwoven with the theology of the race of
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which they were the first, or among tbe earliest, chiefs.
Above thirty generations elapsed between Semiramis and
Sardanapalus, during which more than one dynasty of
kings occupied the Assyrian throne, and maintained the
power of the empire. Yet of these kings nothing has
been preserved but doubtful names. .
~ The Assyrians are not particularly- alluded to in Holy
‘Writ, until the period when their warlike expeditions to
the west of the Euphrates brought them into contact
with the Jews. Pul, the first king whose name is recorded
in Scripture, having reigned between eight and nine hun-
dred years before the Christian era, and about two hun-
dred previous to the fall of the empire, must have been
nearly the last of a long succession of kings who had ruled
over the greater part of Asia. The later monarchs are
more frequently mentioned in the Bible on account of
their wars with the Jews, whom they led captive into
Assyria. Very little is related of even their deeds unless
they particularly concern the Jewish people. ,
Of modern historians who have attempted to reconcile
the discrepancies of Assyrian chronology, and to restore
to some extent, from the fragments to which I have al-
luded, a history of the Assyrian empire, I scarcely know
whom to point out. From such contradictory matcrials,
it is not surprising that each writer should have formed
a system of his own; and we may, without incurring the
charge of skepticism, treat all their efforts as little better
than ingenious speculations. In the date alone to be
assigned to the commencement of the Assyrian empire,
they differ nearly a thousand years; and even when they
treat of events which approach the epoch of authentic
history,—such as the death of Sardanapalus, the invasion

.
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of the Medes, and the fall of the empire,—there is nearly
the same comparative discrepancy. The Bactrian and
Indian expeditions of Ninus, the wonderful works of
Semiramis, and the effeminacy of Sardanapalus, have been
described over and over again, and form the standard in-
gredients of the Assyrian history of modern authors. The
narratives framed upon them convey useful lessons, and
are, moreover, full of romantic events to excite the ima-
gination. Assuch they have been repeated, with a warn-
" ing that their authenticity rests upon a slender baais, and
that it is doubtful whether they are to be regarded as
history, or to be classed among fables. Although the
names of Nineveh and Assyriashave been familiar to us
from childhood, and are connected with the earliest im
pressions we derive from the Inspired Writings, it is only
when we ask ourselves what we really know concerning
them, that we discover our ignorance of all that relateg to
their history, and even to their geographical position.

It is indeed one of the most remarkable factsin history,
that the records of an empire, 80 renowned for its power
and civilization, should have been entirely lost; and that
the site of a city as eminent far its extent as its splendor,
should for ages have been a matter of doubt: it is not
perhaps less curious that an accidental discovery should
suddenly lead us to hope that these records may be re-

_covered, and this site satisfactorily jdentified .

The ruins in Assyria and Babylonia, chiefly huge
mounds, apparently of mere earth and rubbish, had long
excited curiosity from their size and evident antiquity.
They were the only remains of an unknown period,—of
a period antecedent to the Macedonian conquest. Con-
sequently they alone could be identified with Nineveh and
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Babylon, and could afford a clew to the site and nature of
those cities. There is, at the same time, a vague mystery
attaching to remains like these, which induces travelers
.to examine them with more than ordinary intérest, and
even with some degree of awe. A great vitrified mass
~ of brick-work, surrounded by the acsumulated rubbish of
ages, was believed to represent the identical tower, which
called down the divine vengeance, and was overthrown,
according to an universal tradition, by the fires of heaven.
The mystery and dread, which attached to the place, were
kept up by exaggerated accounts of wild beasts, who
haunted the subterraneous passages, and of the no less
savage tribes who wandered among the ruins. Other
mounds in the-vicinity were identified with the hanging
gardens, and those marvelous structures which tradition
has attributed to two queens, Semiramis and Nitocris.
The difficulty of reaching these remains, increased the
curiosity and interest with which they were regarded;
and a fragment from Babylon was esteemed a precious
relic, not altogether devoid of a sacred charaeter. The
ruins which might be presumed to occupy the site of
the Assyrian capital, were even less known, and less
visited, than those in Babylonia. Several travelers had
noticed the great mounds of earth opposite the modern
city of Mosul, and when the inhabitants of the neighbor-
hood pointed out the tomb of Jonah upon the. summit of
one of them, it was natural to conclude, at once, that it
marked the site of Nineveh.*

# Tt need scarcely be observed; that the tomb of Jonah could not stand
on the ruins of a palgce, and that the tradition placing it there is not au-
thenticated by any passage in the Scriptures. It is, however, received by
Christians and Mussulmans, and probably originated in the spot having
becn once occupied by a Christian church or convent, dedicated to the pro-
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The first to engage in a serious examination of the ruins
within the’limits of ancient Assyria was Mr. Rich, many
years the political resident of the East India Company at
Baghdad,—a man whom enterprise, industry, extensive
and varied learning, and rare influence over the inhabi-
tants of the country, acquired as much by character as

-position, eminently qualified for such a task. The re-
mains near Hillah, being in the immediate vicinity of
Baghdad, first attracted his attention ; and he commenced
his labors by carefully examining their position, and by
opening trenches into the various mounds. It is unne-
cessary to enter into a detailed account of his discoveries.
They were of considerable interest, consisting chiefly of
fragments of-inscriptions, bricks, engraved stones, and a
coffin of wood; but the careful account which he drew
up of the site of the ruins was of greater value, and has
formed the ground-work of all subsequent inquiries into
the topography of Babylon.

In the year 1820, Mr. Rich, having been induced to
visit Kurdistan for the benefit of his health, returned to
Baghdad by way of Mosul. Remaining some days in thig
city, his curiosity was naturally excited by the great
mounds on the opposite bank of the river, and he entered
upon an examination of them. He learned from the in-
habitants of Mosul that, some time previous to his visit,
a sculpture, representing various forms of men and ani-
mals, had been dug up in a mound forming part of the
great inclosure. This strange object had been the cause
of general wonder, and the whole population had issued
phet. The huilding, which is supposed to cover the tomb, is very much

venerated, and few Christians bave been allowed to enter it. The Jews,
in the time of St. Jerome, pointed out the sepulcher of Jonah at Gath-

bepher, in the tribe of Zabulon. -
1%
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from the walls to gaze upon it. The ulema haviLg at
length pronounced that these figures were the idols of the
infidels, the Mohammedans, like obedient disciples, so
completely destroyed them, that Mr. Rich was unable to
obtain even a fragment. )

His first step was to visit the village containing the
tomb of Jonah. In the houses he met with a few stones
bearing inscriptions, which had probably been discovered

'in digging the foundations; and under the mosque con-

taining the tomb, he was shown three very narrow and
apparently ancient passages, one within the other, with
several doors or apertures.

He next examined the largest mound of the group,
called Kouyunjik by the Turks, and Armousheeah by
the Arabs; the circumference of which he ascertained to
be 7690 feet. Among the rubbish he found a few frag-
ments of pottery, bricks with cuneiform characters, and
some remains of building in the ravines. On a subse--
quent occasion he made a general survey of the ruins.
which is published in the collection of his journals, edited
by his widow.

With the exception of a small stone chalr and a few
remains of inscriptions, Mr. Rich obtained no other As-
syrian relics from the site of Nineveh ; and he left Mosul,
little suspecting that in the mounds were buried the
palaces of the Assyrian kings. As he floated down the
Tigris to Baghdad, he visited Nimroud, and was struck
by its evident antiquity. The tales of the inhabitants of
the neighboring villages connected the ruins with Nim-
rod’s own city, and better authenticated traditions with
those of Al Athur, or Ashur, from which the whole
country anciently received its name He collected a few
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bricks bearing cuneiform characters, and proceeded with
his journey.

The fragments obtained by Mr. Rich were subsequently
, Placed in the British Museum, and formed the principal,.
" and indeed almost only, collection of Assyrian antiquities
in Europe. A case scarcely three feet square inclosed
all that remained, not only of the great city, Nineveh,
but of Babylon itseif |

Other museums in Europe contained a few cylinders
and gems, which came from Assyria and Babylonia; but
they~were not classified, nor could it be determined to
what exact epoch they belonged. Of Assyrian art noth-
ing was known The architecture of Nineveh and
Babylon was a matter of speculation, and the poet or
painter restored their palaces and temples, as best suited
his theme or his subject. A’description of the temple of
Belus by Herodotus, led to an imaginary representation
of the tower of Babel. Its spiral ascent, its galleries
gradually decreasing in circumference, and supported by
innumerable columns, are familiar to us from the illustra-
tions, adorning almost the opening page of that Book,
which is associated with our earliest recollections.

Such was our acquaintance fout years ago with Nineveh
—its history, its site, and its arts. The reader will judge
from the following pages, how far recent discoveries are
likely to extend our knowledge.

As inscriptions-in the cuneiform character will be so
frequently mentioned in the following pages, a few words
on the nature of this very ancient mode of writing may
not be unacceptable to the reader. The epithets of cunei-
form, cuneatic, arrow-headed, and wedge-shaped—téte-d-
clow in French, and kelférmig in German—have been
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assigned to it according as the fancy of the describer saw
In its component parts a resemblance to a wedge, the
barb cf an arrow, or a nail. The term “cunefform” is
now most generally used in England, and probably best
expresses the peculiar form of the character, each letter
being composed of several distinct wedges combined to-
gether. The following may be given as an example :—

A=y ) U A~ | E llk=

This inscription contains the names of an Assyrian king,
and his title of king of Assyria. It is not improbable
that these letters were originally formed by mere lines,
for which the wedge was afterward substifuted as an
embellishment; and that the character itself may once
have resembled the picture writing of Egypt, though all
traces of its ideographic properties have been lost. . The
Assyrians, like the Egyptians, possessed at a later period
a cursive writing, resembling the rounded character of
the Pheenicians, Pa.lmyrenes, Babylonians, and Jews,
which was probably used for written documents, while
the cuneiform was reserved for monumental purposes.
There is this great difference between the two forms of
writing, which appears to point to a distinct origin,—the
cuneiform runs always from left to right, the cursive from
right to left.

The cuneiform under various modifications, the letters
being differently formed in different countries, prevailed
over the greater part of western Asia to the time of the
overthrow of the Persian empire by Alexander the Great.
It is to this circumstance that we mainly owe the pro-
gress which has been made in deciphering the Assyrian
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inscriptions, and th> hope that we shall ultirnately be
able to ascertain, with some degree of certainty, their
contents. The Persian kings ruled over all the nations
using this peculiar form of writing. These nations con-
sisted of three principal races, the Babylonian (including
the Assyrian) speaking a language allied to the Hebrew
and Arabic, the Persian, and the Tatar, the last two
using dialects nearly approaching those still found among
their descendants. When recording their victories, as
was their custom, on rocks and pillars, these monarchs
used the three languages spoken by their subjects. Such
was the origin of what are called the trilingual inscrip-
tions -of Persia, which afford the principal clew to the
Assyrian writing. The tablets containing these inscrip-
tions are divided into three columns, each column being
occupied by a version of the same inscription in one of
the three national languages, and each-language being
written in the modification of the cuneiform character
peculiar to it. Fortunately, the contents of the Persian
- incriptions have long been accurately ascertained, and
the alphabet and grammar reduced to a system. Owing,
however, to the very large number of distinct characters
in the Assyrian inscriptions, there being nearly 400 differ-
ent signs, while in the Persian there are but thirty-nine
or forty, and the great apparent laxity in the use of let-
Lters and the grammar, the process of deciphering is one
of considerable difficulty, notwithstanding the aid which a
version of the same inscription in a known tongue natural
ly supplies.
The most important trilingual inscriptions hitherto dis-
covered are those on the palaces of Darius and Xerxes at
Persepolis, over the tomb of Darius, and in the rock tab-
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lets of Behistun. The latter are by far the most exten-
sive and valuable. They contain a history of the prin
cipal events of the reign of Darius, and giving a long list
of countries and tribes subdued by that monarch, and
the names of conquered kings and rebels, afford the best
materials for deciphering the Assyrian character, proper
names being the real clew to the value of letters. The
' inscriptions of Behistun are upon the face of a lofty pre-
cipice, o difficult.of access that Colonel Rawlinson has
alone succeeded in copying them. He has printed the
Persian column with a translation, but the corresponding
Babylonian or Assyrian column is still in his possession,
and the scientific world is anxiously awaiting the pub-
lication of an inscription which can afford the only trust-
worthy materials for deciphering the Assyrian records.

In the meanwhile, Colonel Rawlinson has communicated
to the public, through the journals of the Royal Asiatic
Society, some of the results of his own inquiries, which
are of great interest and importance; and other scholars,
among whom may be mentioned Dr. Hincks, have made .
such progress in deciphering the Assyrian character as
the means at their disposal .would permit. It is to Dr.
Hincks we owe the determination of the numerals, the
name of Sennacherib on the monuments of Kouyunjik
and of Nebuchadnezzar on the bricks of Babylon—three
very important and valuable discoveries. The actua]
state of our knowledge of the cuneiform character will
enable us to ascertain the general contents of an inscrip-
tion, although probably no one can yet give a literal
translation of any one record, or the definite sound of
many words.

The custorr of engraving inscriptions on stone, as well
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as on baked clay, the two methods of perpetuating their
annals adopted by the Assyrians, is of the very highest
antiquity. The divine commands were first given to man
n stone tables; Job is made to exclaim, *Oh that my
words were now written! . . . that they were graven with an
tron pen and lead in the rock forever ;' * and Ezekiel, when
prophesying on the river Chebar, was directed * to take
a tile and portray upon it the city of Jerusalem.”+ There
could have been no more durable method of preserving
the national records; and the inscribed walls of palaces
and rock tablets have handed down to us the only authen-
tic history of ancient Assyria.

* Ch, xix 28, 94 t Ohiv.L
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NINEVEH ~

AND ITS REMAINS,.

CHAPTER 1.

FIRST JOURNEY IN ASSYRIA.—ITS8 RUINS.—KOUYUNJIK, NIMROUD, AND
KALAH SHERGHAT.—M. BOTTA’S DISCOVERIES.—KHORSABAD.—RETURN
TO MOSUL.

DurinG the autumn of 1839 and winter of 1840, I had been
wandering through Asia Minor and Syria, scarcely leaving
untrod one spot hallowed by tradition, or unvisited one ruin
consecrated by history. I was accompanied by one no less
curious and enthusiastic than myself.* We were both equally
careless of comfort and unmindful of danger. We rode alone;
our arms were our only protection ; a valise behind our saddles
was our wardrobe, and we tended our own horses, except when
relieved from the duty by the hospitable inhabitants of a Tur-
coman village or an Arab tent. Thus unembarrassed by need-
less luxuries, and uninfluenced by the opinions and prejudices
of others, we mixed among the people, acquired without effort
their manners, and enjoyed without alloy those emotions which

. ® My travel companion, during a long journey from England to
Hmmt{an, wuhédwtrdptlgdwich Mitford, Esq., now of her Majesty's civil
service in the island of Ceylon.




) NINEVEH AND ITS REMAINS. Crar. L

scenes so novel, and spots so rich in varied association, can no.
fail to produce. )

I look back with feelings of grateful delight to those happy
days when, free and unheeded, we left at dawn the humble cot-
tage or cheerful tent, and lingering as we listed, unconscious of
distance and of the hour, found ourselves, as the sun went down,
under some hoary ruin tenanted by the wandering Arab, or in
some crumbling village still bearing a well-known name. No
experienced dragoman measured our distances, and appointed
our stations. We were honored with no conversations by pa-
shaws, nor did we seek any civilities from governors. Wae
neither drew tears nor curses from villagers by seizing their
horses, or searching their houses for provisions: their welcome
was sincere ; their scanty fare was placed before us; we ate,
and came, and went in peace.

1 had traversed Asia Minor and Syria, visiting the ancient
seats of civilization, and the spots which religion has made holy.
I now felt an irresistible desire to penetrate to the regions be-
yond the Euphrates, to which history and tradition point as the
birth-place of the wisdom of the. West. Most travelers, after
a journey through the usually frequented parts of the East.
have the same longing to cross the great river, and to explore
those lands which are separated on the map from the confines
of Syria by a vast blank stretching from Aleppo to the banks of
the Tigris. A deep mystery hangs over Assyria, Babylonia,
and Chaldea. With these names are linked great nations and
great cities dimly shadowed forth in history ; mighty ruins, in
the roidst of deserts, defying, by their very desolation and lack
of definite form, the description of the traveler; the remnants
of mighty races still roving over the land; the fulfilling and
fulfillment of prophecies; the plains to which the Jew and the
Gentile alike look as the cradle of their “ace. After a journey
in Syria, the thoughts naturally turn eastward; and without
treading on the remains of Nineveh and Babylon our pilgrimagé
is incomplete.

I left Aleppo, with my companion, on the 18th of March.
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We still traveled as we had been accustomed—without guide
or servants. The road across the desert is at all times im.
practicable, except to a numerous and well-armed caravan, and
offers no object of interest. We preferred that through Bir
and Orfa. From the latter city we traversed the low_country
at the foot of the Kurdish hills, a. country little known, and
abounding in curious remains. The Egyptian frontier, at that
time, extended to the east of Orfa, and the war between the
sultan and Mohammed Ali Pasha being still unfinished, the
tribes took advantage of the confusion, and were plundering on
all sides. With our usual good fortune, we succeeded in reachs
ing Nisibin unmolested, although we ran daily risks, and more
than once found ourselves in the midst of foraging parties, and
of tents, which, an hour before, had been pillaged by the wan-
dering bands of Arabs. We entered Mosul on the 10th of
April.

During a short stay in this town, we visited the great ruina
on the east bank of the river, which have been generally be-
lieved to be the remains of Nineveh.* We rode also into the
desert, and explored the mound of Kalah Sherghat, a vast ruin
on the Tigris, about fifty miles below its junction with the Zab.
As we journeyed thither, we rested for the night at the small
Arab village of Hammum Ali, around which are still the ves-
tiges of an ancient city. From the summit of an artificial
eminence we looked down upon a broad plain, sepatated from
us by the river. A line of lofty mounds bounded it to the east,
and one of a pyramidical form rose high above the rest. Be-
- yond it could be faintly traced the waters of the Zab. Its po-
sition rendered its identification easy. This was the pyramid
which Xenophon had described, and near which the ten thou-
sand had encamped: the ruins around it were those which the

Greek general saw twenty-two centuries before, and which were
even then the remains of an ancient city. Although Xefophon
had confounded s name, spoken by a strange race, with one

* Theso ruins include the mounds of Kouyunjik and Nebbi Yunus.
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familiar to a Greek ear, and had called the place Larissa, tradi.
tion still points to the origin of the city, and, by attributing its
foundation to Nimrod, whose name the ruins now bear, conneot
it with one of the first settlements of the human race.*

Kalah Sherghat, like Nimroud, was an Assyrian ruin: a
vast, -shapeless mass, now covered with grass, and showing
scarcely any traces of the work of man except where the winter
rains had formed ravines down its almost perpendicular sides,
and had thus laid open its contents. A few fragments of pot-
tery and inscribed bricks, discovered after a careful search
among the rubbish which had accumulated around the base of
the great mound, served to prove that it owed its constructior.
to the people who had founded the city of which Nimroud is the
remains. There was a tradition current among the Arabs, that
strange figures, carved in black stone, still existed among the
ruins; but we searched for them in vain, during the greater
. part of a day in which we were engaged in exploring the heaps
of earth and bricks, covering a considerable extent of country
on the right bank of the Tigris. At the time of our visit, the
country had been abandoned by the Bedouins, and was only
occasionally visited by a few plunderers from the Shammar or
Aneyza tents. We passed the night in the jungle which clothes
the banks of the river, and wandered during the day undisturbed
by the tribes of the desert. A cawass, who had been sent with
us by the Pashaw of Mosul, alarmed at the solitude, and dread-
ing the hostile Arabs, left us in the wilderness, and turned home-
ward. But he fell into the danger he sought to avoid. Less
fortunate than ourselves, at a short distance from Kalah Sher-
ghat, he was met by a party of horsemen, and fell a victim to
his timidity.

Were the traveler to cross the Euphrates to seek for such
ruins in Mesopotamia and Chaldea as he had left behind him
in Asia Minor or Syria, his search would be vain. The

* ¢« He (Nimrod) went out into Assyria and builded Nineveh, the city
Rehoboth and Calah, and Resen, betwoen Nineveh and Calah; the same
is a great city.” (Gen.x. 11, 12.)
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graceful column rising above the thick foliage of the myrtle,
ilex, and oleander ; the gradines of the amphitheater covering
a gentle slope, and overlooking the dark blue watert of a lake.
like bay; the richly-carved cornice or capital lLalf hidden
by luxuriant herbage,—are replaced by the stern, shapeless
mound rising like a hill from' the scorched plain, the fragments
of pottery, and the stupendous mass of brick-work occasionally
laid bare by the winter rains. He has left the land where
nature is still lovely, where, in his mind’s eye, he can rebuild
the temple or the theater, half doubting whether they would
have made a more grateful impression upon the senses than the
ruin before him. He is now at a loss to give any form to the
rude heaps upon which he is gazing. Those of whose works
they are the remains, unlike the Roman and the Greek, have
left no visible traces of their civilization, or of their arts: their
influence has long since passed away. The more he conjec-
tures, the more vague the results appear. The scene around
is worthy of the ruin he is contemplating; desolation meets
desolation : a feeling of awe succeeds to wonder; for there is
nothing to relieve -the mind, to lead to hope, or to tell of what
has gone by. These huge mounds of Assyria made a deeper
impression upon me, gave rise to more serious thoughts, and
more earnest reflection, than the temples of Balbec, and the
theaters of Ionia. .

In the middle of April I left Mosul for Baghdad. As I
descended the Tigris on a raft, I again saw the ruins of Nim-
roud, and had a better opportunity of examining them. It was
evening as we approached the spot. The spring rains had
clothed the mound with the richest verdure, and the fertile
meadows, which stretched around it, were covered with flowers
of every hue. Amid this luxuriant vegetation were partly
concealed a few fragments of bricks, pottery, and alabaster,
upon which might be traced the well-defined wedges of the
cuneiform character. Did not these remains mark the nature
of the rvin, it might have been confounded with a natural
eminence. A long line of consecutive narrow mounds, still
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retaining the appearance of walls or ramparts, sretched from
its base, and formed a vast quadrangle. The river flowed at
some distance from them: its waters, swollen by the melting
of the snows on the Armenian hills, were broken into a thou-
sand foaming whirlpools by an artificial barrier, built across
the stream. On the eastern bank,. the soil had been washed
away by the current; but a solid mass of masonry still with-
stood its impetuosity. The Arab, who guided my small raft,
gave himself up to religious ejaculations as we approached this
formidable cataract, over which we were carried with some
violence. Once safely*through the danger, he explained to me
that this unusual change in the quiet face of the river was
caused by a great dam which had been built by Nimrod,* and
that in the autumn, before the winter rains, the huge stones of
which it was constructed, squared, and united by cramps of
iron, were frequently visible above the surface of the stream.f
It was, in fact, one of those monuments of a great people, to be
found 1n all the rivers of Mesopotamia, which were undertaken
to insure a constant supply of water to the innumerable canals,
spreading like net-work over the surrounding country, and
which, even in the days of Alexander, were looked upon as the
works of an ancient nation.} No wonder that the traditions
of the present inhabitants of the land should assign them to
one of the founders of the human race! The Arab explained
the connection between the dam and the city, built by Athur,

* This dam is called by the Arabs, either Sukr el Nimroud, from the
tradition, or El Awayee, from the noise caused by the breaking of the wa-
ter over the stones. Large rafts are obliged to unload before crossing it,
and accidents frequently happen to those who neglect this precaution.

+ Diodorus Siculus, it will be remembered, states that the stones of the
bridge built by Semiramis across the Euphrates were upited by similar
iron cramps, while the interstices were filled up with molten lead.

1 These dams greatly impeded the fleets of the conqueror in their navi-
gation of the rivers of Susiana and Mesopotamia, and he caused many »f
them to be removed. (Strabo, p.1061. ed. Ox. 1807.) By Strabo they were
believed tq have been constructed to prevent the ascent of the rivers by
hostile fleets; bnt thaéir use is evident. Tavernier mentions, in his Travels
(vol. i. p. 226), thia very dam. He says that his r&lt went ovor a cascade
twenty-six feet nigh; but he must have greatly exaggerated.
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the lieutenant of Nimrod, the vast ruins of which were then
before us, and its purpose-as a causeway for the mighty
hunter to croes to the opposite palace, now represented by the
mound of Hammum Ali. He was telling me of the histories
and fate of the kings of a primitive race, still the favorite theme
of the inhabitants of the plains of Shinar, when the last glow of
twilight faded away, and I fell asleep as we glided onward to
Baghdad.

My curiosity had been greatly excited, and from that time 1
formed the design of thoroughly examining, whenever it might be
in 'my power, these singular remains.

It was not until the summer of 1842 that I again passed
through Mosul on my ‘way to Constantinople. I was then
anxious to reach the Turkish capital, and had no time to ex-
plore ruins. I had not, however, forgotten Nimroud. I had
frequently spoken to others on the subject of excavations in this
and another mound, to which a peculiar interest also attached ;
and at one time had reason to hope that some persons in England
might have been induced to aid in the undertaking. I had even
proposed an examination of the ruins to M. Coste, an architect
who had been sent by the French government, with its em-
bassy to Persia, to draw and describe the monuments of that
country.

I found that M. Botta had, since my first visit, been named
French consul at Mosul; and had already commenced excava-
lions on the opposite side of the river in the large mound of
Kouyunjik. These excavations were on a very small scale, and,
at the time of my passage, only fragments of brick and alabaster,
upon which were engraved a few létters in the cuneiform char-
actex, had been discovered. -

While detained by unexpected circumstances at Constan.
tinople, 1 entered into correspondence with a gentleman in
England on the subject of excavations; but with this exception,
no one seemed inclined to assist or take any interest in such an
undertaking. I also wrote to M. Botta, encouraging him to
proceed, notwithstanding the apparent paucity of resuits, and
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varticularly calling his attention to the mound of Nimroud,
which, however, he declined to explore on account of its dis-
tance from Mosul and its inconvenient position. I was soon
called away from the Turkish capital to the provinces ; and for
some months numerous -occupations prevented me turning my
attention to the ruins and antiquities of Assyria.

In the meanwhile M. Botta, not discouraged by the want of
success which had attended his first essay, continued his ex-
cavations ‘n the mound of Kouyunjik; and to him'is due the
honor of having found the first Assyrian monument. This
remarkable discovery owed its origin to the following circum-
stances. The small party employed by M. Botta were at work
on Kouyunjik, when a peasant from a distant village chanced
to visit the spot. Seeing that every fragment of brick .and
alabaster uncovered by the workmen was carefully preserved,
he asked the reason of this, to him, strange proceeding. On
being informed that they were in search of sculptured stones,
he advised them to try the mound on which his village was
built, and in which, he declared, many such things as they
wanted had been exposed on digging the foundations of
new houses. M. Botta, having been frequently deceived by
similar stories, was not at first inclined to follaw the peasant’s
advice, but subsequently sent an agent and one or two work-
men to the place. After a little opposition from the inhabitants,
they were permitted to sink a well in the mound ; and at a
small distance from the surface they came to the top of a wall
which, on digging deeper, they found to be lined with sculp-
tured slabs of gypsum. M. Botta, on receiving information
of this discovery, went at once to the village, which was called
Khorsabad. Directing a wider trench to be formed, and to
be carried in the direction of the wall, he soon found that he

_had entered a chamber, connected with others, and surrounded
by slabs of gypsum covered with sculptured representations of
battles, sieges, and similar events. His wonder may easily be
imagined. A new history had been suddenly opened to him—
the records of an unknown people were before him. He was
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equally at a loss to account for the age and the nature of the
monument. The style of art of the sculptures, the dresses of
the figures, the mythic forms on the walls, were all new to him,
and afforded no clew to the epoch of the erection of the edifice,
or to the people who were its founders. Numerous inscrip-
tions, accompanying the bas.reliefs, evidently contained the
explanation of the events thus recorded in sculpture, and being
in the cuneiform, or arrow-headed, character, proved that the
building belonged to an age preceding the conquests of Alex-
ander; for it is generally admitted that afler the subjugation of
the west of Asia by the Macedonians, the cuneiform writing
ceased to be employed. It was evident that the monument
appertained to a very ancient and very civilized people ; and it
was natural from its position to refer it to the inhabitants of
Nineveh, a city, which, although it could not have occupied a
site so distant from the Tigris, must have been in the vicinity of
these ruins. M. Botta had discovered an Assyrian edifice, the
first, probably, which had been exposed to the view of man since
the fall of the Assyrian empire.

M. Botta was not long in perceiving that the building which®
had been thus partly excavated, unfortunately owed its destruc-
tion to fire ; and that the gypsuth slabs, reduced to lime, were

* rapidly falling to pieces on exposure to the air. No precaution
could arrést this rapid decay ; and it was to be feared that this
wonderful monument had only been uncovered to complete its
ruin. The records of victories and triumphs, which had long
attested the power and swelled the pride of the Assyrian kings,
and had resisted the ravages of ages, were now passing away
forever. They. could scarcely be held together until an inex-
perienced pencil could secure an imperfect evidence of their
former existence. Almost all that was first discovered thus
speedily disappeared ; and the same fate has befallen nearly
everything subsequently found at Khorsabad. A regret is
almost felt that so precious a memorial of a great nation should
have been exposed to destruction; but as far as the object of
the monument is concerned, the intention of its founders will
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be amply fulfilled, and the records of their might will be more
widely spread, and more effectually preserved, by modern art,
than the most exalted ambition could have contemplated.

This remarkable discovery having been communicated by
M. Botta, through M. Mohl, to the French Academy of Fine
Arts, that body lost no time in applying to the Minister of
Public Instruction for means to carry on the researches. Th
. recommendation was attended to with that readiness and munifi-
cence which almost jnvariably distinguish the French govern.
ment in undertakings of this nature. Ample funds for excava-
tions were at once assigned to M. Botta, and an artist of acknowl-
edged skill was placed under his orders to draw such objects as
could not be removed. The work was carried on with activity
and success, and by the beginning of 1845, the monument had
been completely uncovered. M. Botta did not extend his re-
searches beyond Khorsabad; but, having secured many fine
specimens of Assyrian sculpture for his country, he returned to
Europe with a rich collection of inscriptions, the most important
result of his discovery.

- The success of M. Botta had increased my anxiety to explore
the ruins of Assyria. It was evident that Khorsabad could
not stand alone. It did not represent ancient Nineveh, nor
did it afford us any additional evidence as to the site of that
city. If the edifice discovered had been one of its palaces,
surely other buildings of a vaster and more magnificent char-
acter must exist nearer the seat of government, on the banks of
the river Tigris. It was true that M. Botta had labored un-
successfully for above three months in the great mound opposite
Mosul, which was usually identified with the Assyrian capital ;
but that mound much exceeded in extent any other known
ruin; and it was possible that in the part hitherto explored the
traces of the buildings which it once contained were as com-
pletely lost as they were in many parts of the mound of Khor-
sabad. My thoughts still went back to Nimroud, and to the
traditions whichattachedtoit. Ispoke to others, but received little
encouragement. At last, in the autuma of 1845, Sir Stratford
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Canning offered to incur, for a limited period, the expense of
. excavations in Assyria, in the hope that, should success attend the
attempt, means would be found tocarry it out on an adequate scale.
1t was now in my power to prosecute a work which I had so
long desired to undertake ; and the reader will not, I trust, be
disinclined to join with me in feelings of gratitude toward one
who, while he has maintained so successfully the honor and in-
terests of England by his high character and eminent abilities,
has acquired for his country so many great monuments of ancient
civilization and art.* It is to Sir Stratford Canning we are
mainly indebted for the collection of Assyrian antiquities with
which the British Museum has been enriched; without his
liberality and public spirit the treasures of Nimroud would have
been reserved for the enterprise of those who have appreciated
the value and importance of the discoveries at Khorsabad.

It was deemed prudent that I should leave Constantinople with-
out acquainting any one with the object of my journey. I was
furnished with the usual documents given to travelers when
recommended by the Embassy, and with letters of introduction
to the authorities at Mosul and in the neighborhood. My prepara.
tions were soon completed, and I started from Constantinople by °
steamer to Samsoun in the middle of October. Anxious to reach
the .end of my journey, I crossed the mountains of Pontus and the
great steppess of the Usun Yilak as fast as post-horses could carry
me, descended the high lands into the valley of the.Tigris,
galloped over the vast plains of Assyria, and reached Mosul in
twelve days. ‘ *

* I need scarcely remind the reader that it is to Sir 8. Canning we owe
the marbles of Halicarnassus now in the British Museum. The difficuties
which stood in the way of the acquisition of these valuablgq relics, and the
skill which was required to obtain them, are not generally knewn. Iecan
testify to the efforts and labor which were necessary for nearly three yeara
before the repugnance of the Ottoman government eould be overcome,and
permission obtained to extract the sculptures from the walls of a castle,
which was more jealously-guarded than any similar edifice in the empire.
Their removal, notwithstanding the almost insurmountable difficulties
raised by the authorities and inhabitants of Budroon, was most success-
fully effected by Mr. Alison. The Elgin marbles, and all other remains from
Tur{ey or Greece now in Europe, were obtained with comparative ease.
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° . CHAPTER II.

MOIIAMMED PASHAW.—HIS CRUELTIES.—THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.~
START FOR NIMROUD.—AN ARAB FAMILY.—COMMENCE EXCAVATIONS.—
DISCOVERY OF A CHAMBER.—OF INSCRIPTIONS.—OF IVORY ORNAMENTS.
~—RETURN TO MOSUL.— CONDUCT OF THE PASHAW.— EXCAVATIONS
COMMENCED AMONG VARIOUS RUINS.—RETURN TO NIMROUD.—FURTHER
DISCOVERIES.—SELAMIYAH.— DISCOVERY OF SCULPTURES.— DESCRIP-
TION OF BAS-RELIEFS.—INTERRUPTED BY THE PASHAW.—FURTHER DIS-

* COVERY OF SCULPTURES.—DEPOSITION OF THE PASHAW.—DEPARTURE
FOR BAGHDAD.

.

My first step on reaching Mosul was to present my letters to
«Mohammed Pashaw, the governor of the province. Being a
native of Candia, he was usually known as Keritli Ugiu (e
son of the Cretan), to distinguish him from his celebrated prede-
cessor of the same name. The appearance of his excellency
was not prepossessing, but it matched his temper and conduct.
Nature had placed hypocrisy beyond his reach. He had one
eye and one ear; he was short and fat, deeply marked by the
small-pox, uncouth in gestures and harsh in voice. His fame
had reached the seat of his government before him. On the
road he had revived many good old customs and impositions,
which the reforming spirit of the age had suffered to fall into
decay. He particularly insisted on dish-parasi;* or a com-
pensation in money, levied upon all villages in which a man of
such rank is entertained, for the wear and tear of his teeth in
masticating the food he condescends to receive from the inhabi-
tants. On entering Mosul, he had induced several of the prin.
cipal aghas, who had fled from the town on his approach, to

R * Literally, “ tooth-money.” '
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return to their homes; and having made a formal display of
oaths and protestations, cut their throats to show how much
his word could be depended upon. At the time of my arrival,
the population was in a state of terror and despair. Even the
appearance of a casual traveler led to hopes, and reports were
whispered about the town of the disgrace of the tyrant. Of-
this the pashaw was aware, and hit upon a plan to test the
feelings of the people toward him. He was suddenly taken ill
one afternoon, and was carried to his harem almost lifeless.
On the following morning the palace was cloeed, and the at-
téndants answered inquiries by mysterious motions, which
could only be interpreted in one fashion. The doubts of the
Mosuleeans gradually gave way to general rejoicings; but at
mid-day his excellency, who had posted his spies all over the
town, appeargd in perfect health in the market-place. A gene-
ral trembling seized the inhabitants. His vengeance fell prin-
cipally upon those who possessed property, and had hitherto
escaped his rapacity. They were seized and stripped, on the
_plea that they had spread reports detrimental to his authority. |

The villages, and the Arab tribes, had not suffered less than
_the townspeople. The pashaw was accustomed to give instruc-
tions to those who were sent to collect money, in three worde—
“ Go, destroy, eat ;"* and his agents were not generally back-
ward in entering into the spirit of them. The tribes, who had
been attacked and plundered, were retaliating upon caravans
and travellers, or laying waste the cultivated parts of the pashaw-
lic. The villages were deserted, and the roads were little fre-
quented and very insecure.

Such was the pashaw to whom I was intreduced two days
after my arrival by the British vice-consul, Mr. Rassam. He
read the letters which I presented to him, and received me with
that civility which a traveller generally expects from a Turkish
functionary of high rank. His anxiety to know the object of

® To eat monay, 1. ¢, to get money unlawfully or by pillage, isa eom
mon expression in the East.
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my journey was evident, but his curiosity was not gratified for
the moment. .

Many reasons rendered it necessary that my plans should be
concealed, until I was ready to ‘put them into execution. Al
though I had always experienced from M. Botta the most
friendly assistance, there were others who did not share his sen-
timents ; from the authorities and the people of the town I could
only expect the most decided opposition. On the 8th of Novem-
ber, having secretly procured a few tools, I engaged a mason at
the moment of my departure, and carrying with me a variety
of guns, spears, and other formidable weapons, declared that 1
was going to hunt wild boars in a neighboring village, and
floated down the Tigris on a small raft constructed for my jour-
ney. I was accompanied by Mr. Ross (a British merchant of
Mosul*), my cawass, and a servant. .

At this time of the year nearly seven hours are required
to descend the Tigris, from Mosul to Nimroud. It was sunset
before we reached the awai, or dam across the river. We

"landed and walked to the village of Naifa. No light appeared
as we approached, nor were we even saluted by the dogs, which
usually abound in an Arab village. We had entered a heap of
ruins. I was about to return to the raft, upon which we had
made up our minds to pass the night, when the glare of a fire
lighted up the entrance to a miserable hovel. Through a
crevice in the wall, I saw an Arab family crouching round a
heap of half-extinguished embers. The dress of the man, the
ample cloak and white turban, showed that he belonged to
one of the tribes which cultivate a little land on the borders
of the Desert, and are distinguished, by their more sedentary
habits, from the Bedouins. Near him were three women, lean
and haggard, their heads almost concealed in black handker-

* Mr. Ross will perha Kzrmit me to acknowledge in a note the valua-
ble assistance I receive m him, during my labors in Assyria. His
knowledge of the natives, and intimate acquaintance with the resources
of the eountr{.‘ enabled him to contribute much to the success of my un-
demh:ii; While to his friendship I am indebted for many pleasant
hours, h would have been passed wearily in a land of strangers.
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chiefs, and the rest of their persons enveloped in the striped
aba. Some children, nearly naked, and one or two mangy
greyhounds, completed the group. As we entered, all the
party rose, and showed some alarm at this sudden appearance
of strangers. The man, however, seeing Europeans, bid us
welcome, and spreading some corn-sacks on the ground, in
vited us to be seated. The women and children retreated
into a curner of the hut. Our host, whose name was Awad
or Abd-Allah, was a sheikh of the Jehesh. His tribe having
been plundered by the pashaw, and being now scattered in differ-
ent parts of the country, he had taken refuge in this ruined vil-
lage. He had learnt a little Turkish, and was intelligent and
active. Seeing, at once, that he would be useful, I acquainted
him with the object of my journey ; ¢ fering him the prospect
of regular employment in the eyent of the experiment proving
successful, and assigning him fixed wages as superintendent
of the workmen. He volunteered to walk, in the middle of the
night, to Selamiyah, a village three miles distant, and to some
Arab tents in the neighborhood, to procure men to assist in the
excavations.

I had slept little during the night. The hovel in which we
had taken shelter, and its inmates, did not invite slumber; but
such rcenes and companions were not new to me ; they could
have been forgotten, had my brain been less excited. Hopes,
long cherished, were now to be realized, or were to end ia dis-
appointment. - Visions of palaces under-ground, of gigautic
monsters, of sculptured figures, and endless inscriptions floated
before me. After forming plan after plan for removing the
earth, and extricating these treasures, I fancied myself wander-
ing in a maze of chambers from which I could find no outlet.
Then, again, all was reburied, and I was standing on the grass-
covered mound. Exhausted, I was at length sinking into sleep,
when hearing the voice of Awad, I rose from my carpet, and
joined him outside the hovel. The day already dawned; he
had returned with six Arabs, who agreed for a small sum to
work under my direction.
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The lofty cone and broad mound of Nimroud broke like a dis-
tant mountain on the morning sky. But how changed was the
scene since my former visit! The ruins were no longer clothed
with verdure and many-colored flowers ; no signs of habitation,
not even the black tent of the Arab, were seen upon the plain.
The eye wandered over a parched and barren waste, across
which océasionally swept the whirlwind, drajging with it a
cloud of sand. About a mile from us was the small village of
Nimroud, like Naifa, & heap of ruins.

Twenty minutes’ walk brought us to the principal mound.
The absence of all vegetation enabled me to examine the
remains with which it was covered. Broken pottery and
fragments of bricks, both inscribed with the cuneiform char.
acter, were strewed on -all sides. The Arabs watched my
motions as I wandered to and fro, and observed with surprise
the objects I had collected. They joined, however, in the
search, and brought me handfuls of rubbish, among which I
found with joy the fragment of a bas-relief. The material on
which it was carved had been exposed to fire, and resembled,
in. every respect, the burnt gypsum of Khorsabad. Convinced
from this discovery, that sculptured remains must still exist in
some part of the mound, I sought for a place where excavations
might be commenced with a prospect of success. Awad led
me to a piece of alabaster which appeared above the soil. We
could not remove it, and on digging downward, it proved to
be the upper part of a large slab. I ordered all the men to
work around it, and they shortly uncovered a second slab. Con-
tinuing in the same line, We came upon a third; and, in the
course of the morning, discovered ten more, the whole forming
a square, with a slab missing at one corner. It was evident
that we had entered a chamber, and that the gap was its en-
trance. I now dug down the face of one of the stones, and an
inscription in the cuneiform character was soon exposed to view.
Similar inscriptions occupied the center of all the slabs, which
were in the best preservation ; but plain, with the exception of
the writing. Leaving half the workmen to remove the rubbish
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from the chamber, I led the rest to the S. W. corner of the
mound, where I had observed many fragments of calcined ala.
baster.

A trench, opened in the side of the mound, brought me almost
immediately to a wall, bearing inscriptions in the same charac-
ter as those already described. The slabs, which had been
almost reduced to lime by exposure to intense heat, threatened
to fall to pieces as soon as uncovered.

Night interrupted our labors. I returned to the village well
satisfied with their result. It was now evident that the remains
of buildings of considerable extent existed in the mound ; and
that although some had been injured by fire, others had escaped
the conflagration. As inscriptions, and the fragment of a bas-
relief had been found, it was natural to conclude that sculptures
were still buried under the soil. I determined, therefore, to ex-
plore the N. W. corner, and to empty the chamber partly un.
covered during the day. -

On returning to the village, I removed from the crowded
hovel in which we had passed the night. With the assistance
of Awad, who was no less pleased than myself with our success,
we patched up with mud the least ruined house in the village,
and restored its falling roof. We contrived at least to exclude,
in some measure, the cold night winds; and to obtain a little
privacy for my companion and myself. -

Next morning my workmen were increased by five Turco-
mans from Selamiyah, who had been attracted by the prospect
of regular wages. I employed half of them in emptying the
chamber, and the rest in following the wall at the S. W,
corner of the mound. Before evening, the work of the first
party was completed, and I found myself in a room* paneled
with slabs about eight feet high, and varying from six to
four feet in breadth. Upon one of them, which had fallen
backward from its place, was rudely inscribed, in Arabie
characters, the name of Ahmed Pashaw, one of the former

# Chamber A, plan 8.
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hereditary governors of Mosul. ‘A native of Selamiyah re-
membered that some Christians were employed to dig into the
mound about thirty years before, in search of stone for the
repair of the tomb of Sultan Abd-Allah, a Mussulman saint,
buried on the left bank of the Tigris, a few miles below its
junction with the Zab. They uncovered this slab ; but being
unable to move it, they cut upon it the name of their employer,
the pashaw. My informant further stated that, in another part
of the mound, he had forgotten the precise spot, they had found
sculptured figures, which they broke in pieces to carry away
the fragments.

The bottom of the chamber was paved with smaller slabs than
those which lined the walls. They were covered with inscrip-
tions on both sides, and had been placed upon a layer of bitu-
men, which, having been used in a liquid state, had retained a
perfect impression in relief of the characters carved upon the
stone. The inscriptions on the upright slabs were about twenty
lines in length, and all were precisely similar.

In the rubbish near the bottom of the chamber, I found
several objects in ivory, upon which were traces of gilding;
among them were the figure of a king carrying in one hand
the Egyptian crux ansata,or emblem of life, part of a crouching
sphinx, and an elegant ornamental border of flowers. Awad,
who had his own suspicions of the object of my search, which
he could scarcely persuade himself was limited to mere stones,
carefully collected all the scattered fragments of gold leaf he
could find in the rubbish; and, calling me aside in a mysterious
and confidential fashion, produced them wrapped up in a piece
of dingy paper. “O bey,” said he, “ Wallah! your books are
right, and the Franks know that which is hid from the true be.
liever. Here is the gold, sure enough,and please God, we shall
find it all in a few days. Only don’t say any thing about it to
those Arabs, for they are asses and can not hold their tongues.
The matter will come to the ears of the pashaw.”” The sheikh
was much surprised, and equally disappointed, when I geaerously
presented him with the treasures he had collected, and al! such
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a8 he might hereafter discover. He left me, muttering * Yia
Rubbi !’ and other pious ejaculations, and lost in conjectures ay
w the meaning of these strange proceedings.

At the foot of the slabs in the S. W. corner, we found a great
accumulation of charcosl, proving that the building of which
they had formed part had been destroyed by fire. I dug also in
several directions in this part of the mound, and in many places
came upon the calcined remains of walls.

On the third day, I opened a trench in the high oconical
mound, but found only fragments of inscribed bricks. 1 also
dug at the back of the north side of the chamber first explored,
in the expectation of coming upon other walls beyond, but un-
successfully. As my chief aim was to ascertain the existence,
as soon as possible, of sculptures, all my workmen were moved
o the S. W. corner, where the many remains of walls already
discovered evidently belonging to the same edifice, promised
speedier success. I continued the excavations in this part of
the mound until the 13th, still finding inscriptions, but no sculp-
tares.

Some days having elapsed since my departure from Mosul,
and the experiment having been so far successful, it was time to
return to the town and acquaint the pashaw, who had, no doubt,
already heard of my proceedings, with the object of my re-
searches. I started, therefore, early in the morning of the 14th,
and galloped to Mosul in about three hours.

I found the town in great commotion. In the first place, his
excellency had, on the previous day, entrapped his subjects by
the reports of his death, in the manner already described, and
was now actively engaged in seeking pecuniary compensation
for the insult he had received in the rejoicings of the popula-
tion. In the second, the British vice-consul having purchased
an old building to store his stock in trade, the cadi, a fanatic and
a man of infamous character, had given out that the Franks
had formed a design of buying up the whole of Turkey, and
was endeavoring to raise a riot, which was to end in the demo-
lition of the consalate and other acts of violence. I called
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on the pashaw, and, in the first place, congratulated him on his
speedy recovery ; a compliment which he received with a grim
smile of satisfaction. He then introduced the subject of the
cadi, and the disturbance he had created. ¢ Does that ill-

conditioned fellow,” exclaimed he, ¢ think that he has Sheriff

Pashaw (his excellency’s immediate predecessor) to deal with,

that he must be planning a riot in the town? - When I was at

Siwas the ulema tried to excite the people because I en-

croached upon a burying-ground. But I made them eat dirt!

Wallah! I took every gravestone and built up the castle walls

with them.” He pretended at first to be ignorant of the excava-

tions at Nimroud; but subsequently thinking that he would

convict me of prevarication in my answers to his questions

as to the amount of treasure discovered, pulled wout of his

writing tray a scrap of ‘paper, as dingy as that produced by

Awad, in which was also preserved an almost invisible particle

of gold-leaf. This, he said, had been brought to him by the

commander of the irregular troops stationed at Selamiyah, who

had been watching my proceedings. I suggested that he should

name an agent to be present as long as I worked at Nimroud,

to take charge of all the precious metals that might be discov-
ered. He promised to write on the subject to the chief of the

irregulars ; but offered no objection to the continuation of my

researches.

Reports of the wealth extracted from the ruins had already
reached Mosul, and had oxcited the cupidity and jealousy of
the cadi and principal inhabitants of the place. It was evident
that I should have to contend against a formidable opposition ;
but as the pashaw had not, as yet, openly objected to my pro-
ceedings, I hired some Nestorian Chaldeans, who had left their
mountains for the winter to seek employment in Mosul, and
sent them to Nimroud. At the same time I engaged agents to
explore several mounds in the neighborhood of the town,
hoping to ascertain the existence of sculptured buildings in
some parts of the oountry,.before steps were taken to inter.
rupt me.
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While at Mosul, Mormous, an Arab of the tribe of Hadde.
deen, informed me that figures had been accidentally uncovered
in a mound near the village of Tel Kef. As he offered to take
me to the place, we rode out together; but he only pointed out
the site of an old quarry, with a few rudely hewn stones. Such
disappointments were daily occurring ; and I wearied myself
in scouring the country to see remains which had been most
minutely described to me as sculptures, or slabs covered with
writing, and which generally proved to be the ruin of some
modern building, or an early tombstone inscribed with Arabio
characters. o

The mounds, which I directed to be opened, were those of
Baasheikha (of considerable size), Baazani, Karamles, Kara.
kush, Yara, and Jerraiyah. Connected with the latter ruin
many strange tales were current in the country. It was said
that on its lofty conical mound formerly stood a temple of black
stone, held in great reverence by the Yezidis, or worshipers of
the devil ; its walls covered with all manner of sculptured figures,
and with inscriptions in an unknown language. When the Bey
of Rowandiz fell upon the Yezidis, and massacred those who
were unable to escape, he destroyed this house of idols ; but the
ruins of the building, it was declared, had only been covered by
a small accumulation of rubbish. The lower part of an As-
syrian figure, in relief on basalt, dug up, it was said, in the
mound, was actually brought to me; but I had afterward rea-
son to suspect that it was discovered at Khorsabad. Excava.
tions were carried on for some time at Jerraiyah, but no remains
of the Yezidi temple were brought to light.

Having finished my arrangements in Mosul, I returned to
Nimroud on the 19th. During my absence, my cawass had
carried the excavations along the back of a wall, in the S. W.
corner of the mound,* and had discovered an entrance or door-
way.f Being anxious to make as much progress as possible,
I increased my workmen to thirty, and distributed them in

# Wall ¢, plan & + Entrance d, same plan,
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three parties. By opening long trenches at right angles in
various directions, we came upon the top of a wall,* built of
slabs with inscriptions similar to those already described. One,
however, was reversed, and was covered with characters, ex-
ceeding in size any I had yet seen. On examining the in-
scription carefully I found that it corresponded with those of
the chamber in the N. W. corner ; but as the edges of this, as
well as of all the other slabs hitherto discovered in the S. W.
xuins, had been cut away to make the stones fit into the wall,
several letters had been destroyed. From these facts it was evi-
dent that materials taken from another building had been used
in the eonstruction of the one we were now exploring ; but as
yeo. ‘t could not be ascertained whether the face or the back of
the slavs had been uncovered ; for the general plan of the edi-
fice could not be determined until the heap of rubbish and earth
under which .it was buried had been removed. The excava-
tions were ‘now carried on but slowly. The" soil, mixed with
sun-dried and baked bricks, pottery, and fragments- of alabas-
ter, offered considerable resistance to the tools of the work.
men ; and when loosened, could only be removed in baskets to
be t.brown over the edge of the mound. The Chaldeans from
the mountains, strong and hardy men, could alone wxeld the
pick ; the Arabs wese employed in carrying away the earth.
Spades could not be used, and there were no other means, than
those I had adopted, to clear away the rubbish from the ruins.
A person standing on the mound could see no remains of build-
wg until he approached the edge of the trenches, into which the
workmen descended by steps, where pargs of the walls were ex-
posed to view.

The Abou-Salman and Tai Arabs continuing their depreda-

- tions in the plains of Nimroud and surrounding country, I

leemed it prudent to remove from Naifa, where I had hitherto
resided, to Selamiyah. This village is built on a rising ground
near the Tigris, and was formenly a place of some importance,

* Wall m, same plan.
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being mentioned at a very early period &s a market-town by
the Arab geographers, who generally connect it with the_ruins
of Athur or Nimroud. It occupies an ancient site, and in
long lines of mounds, inclosing the village, can be traced the
walls of an Assyrian town, or more probably of one of the
suburbs of the capital. Even five years ago Selamiyah was a
flourishing place, and could furnish 150 well-armed horsemen.
The pashaw had, however, plundered it; and the inhabitants
had fled to the mountains or into the neighboring province of
Baghdad. Ten miserable huts now stood in the midst of ruins
of bazars and streets surrounding a kasr or palace, belonging to
the old hereditary pashaws of Mosul, well built of alabaster, but
rapidly falling into decay. I had intended to take possession of
this building, which was occupied by a few hytas or irregular
troops ; but the rooms were in such a dilapidated condition that
the low mud hut of the kiayah, or chief of the village, appeared
to be both safer and warmer. I accordingly spread my carpet
in one of its corners, and giving the owner a few piastres to fin-
ish other dwelling-places which he had commenced, established
myself for the winter. The premises, which were speedily com-
pleted, consisted of four hovels, surrounded by a mud wall, and
roofed with reeds and boughs of treés. I occupied half of the
largest habitation, the other half being appropriated for beasts of °
the plow, and various domestic animals. We were separated by
a wall; in which, however, numerous apertures served as a
means of communication. These I studiously endeavored for
some time to block up. A second hut wasdevoted to the wives,
children, and poultry of my host ; a third served as kitchen and
servants’ hall : the fourth was converted into a stall for my
harses. In the inclosure formed by the buildings and outer wall,
the few sheep and goats which had escaped the rapacity of the
pashaw, congregated during the night, and kept up a continual
bleating and coughing until they were milked and turned out to
pasture at daybreak.

The roofs not being constructed to exclude the winter raine



-,

24 NINEVEH AND ITS REMAINS. Cmar.IL

now setting in, 1t required some exercise of ingenuity to escape
the torrent which descended into my apartment. I usually paseed
the night on these occasions crouched up in a corner, or under a
rude table which I had constructed. The latter, having been
surrounded by trenches, to carry off the accumulating waters,
generally afforded the best shelter. My cawass, who was a Con-
stantinopolitan, complained bitterly of the hardships he was com-
pelled to endure, and I had some difficulty in prevailing upon
my servants to remain with me.

‘The present inhabitants of Selamiyah, and of most of the vil-
lages in this part of the pashawlic of Mosul, are Turcomans, de-
scendants of tribes brought by the early Turkish sultans from
the north of Asia Minor, to people a country which had been laid
waste by repeated massacres and foreign invasions. In this por-
tion of the Ottoman empire, there is scarcely, except in Mosul
and the Mountains, a vestige of the ancient population. The
great tribes which inhabit the Desert were brought from the Jebel
Shammar, in Nedjd, within the memory of man. The inhabi-
tants of the plains to the east of the Tigris are mostly Turcomans
and Kurds, mixed with Arabs, or with Yezidis, who are stran-
gers in the land, and whose origin can not easily be determined.
A few Chaldean and Jacobite Christians, scattered in Mosul and
the neighboring villages, or dwelling in the most inaccessible
part of the mountaius, their places of refuge from the devastat-
ing bands of Tamerlane, are probably the only descendants of
that great people which once swayed, from these plains, the half
of Asia.

.The yuz-bashi, or captain of the irregular troops, one Daoud
Agha, a native of the north of Asia Minor, called upon me as
soon as I was established in my new quarters. Like most men
of his class, acknowledged freebooters,* he- was frank and

* The irregnlar cavalry (hytas as they are called in this part of Turkey,
and bashi-bozuks in Roumelia and Anatolia) are collected from all classes
and provinces. A man known for his courage and daring is named hyta-
bashi, or chief of the hytas, and is furnished with teskérés or orders for pay
and provisions for so many horsemen, from _four or flve hundred to a thou-
sand or more. He collects all the vagrants and freebooters he san find to

-
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intelligent. - He tendered me his services, eatertained me with
his adventures, and planned hunting expeditions. A few pres-
ents secured his adherence, and he proved himself afterward a
very useful and faithful ally. ]
I had now to ride three miles every morning to the mcund ;
and my workmen, who were afraid, on account of the Arabs,
to live at-Naifa, returned, after the day’s labor, to Selamiyah.
The excavations were however carried on as actively as the
means at my disposal would permit. An entrance, or doorway,
had now been completely cleared, and the backs of several
inscribed slabs had been uncovered.* A corner-stone which had
evidently been brought from another building, was richly orna-
mented with flowers and scroll-work in relief; but there were
no sculptures ; nor could any idea be yet formed of the relative
position of the walls. I therefore ordered a trench to be opened
from the doorway into the interior of the mound, presuming
that we should ultimately come to the opposite side of the
chamber, to which, it appeared probable, we had found the
entrance. After removing a large accumulation of earth mixed
with charcoal, charred wood, and broken bricks, we reached
e top of a new wall on the afternoon of the 28th November.
In order to ascertain whether we were in the inside of a
chamber, the workmen were direct®8d to clear away the earth
from both sides of the slabs. The south face was unsculptured,

make up his number. They must Erovide their own arms and horses, ai-
though sometimes they are furnished with them by the hyta-bashi, who
deducts a part of their pay until he reimburses himself. The' best hytas
are Albanians and Lazes, and they form a very effective body of irregular
cavalry. Their pay at Mosul is small, amounting to about eight shillings a
month; in other provinces it is considerably more. They are quartered on
the villages, and are the terror of the inhabitants, whom they plunder and
fll-treat as they think fit. When a hyta-bashi has established a reputation
for himself, his followers are numerous and devoted. He wanders aboys the
provinces, and like a eondottiere of the middle ages, sells his services, and
those of his troops, to the &uhsw who offers most pay, and the best pros-
pects of plunder. Since the introduction of the tanzimal, or reformed
system of government, the number of irregilar troops has been greatly .
" reduced, and the hytas are no longer able to ill-treat the inhabitants of -
vill as formerly.
“ Wall and entrance d, plan 2.'

B
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but the first stroke of the pick om the opposite side, disclosed
the top of a bas-relief. The Arabs were no less excited than
myself by the discovery ; and notwithstandipg a heavy fall of
® rain, working until dark, they completely exposed to view two
slabs.*

On each slab were two bas-reliefs, divided by an inscription.
In the upper compartment of the largest was a battle scene,
in which were represented two chariots, each drawn by richly
caparisoned horses at full speed, and containing a group of three
warriors, the principal of whom was beardless and evidently an
eunuch. This figure was clothed in a complete suit of mail
of metal scales, embossed in the center, and apparently at-
tached to a shirt of felt or linen. This shirt was confined at
the waist by a girdle. On his head was a pointed helmet,
from which fell lappets, covered with scales, protecting the
ears, lower part of the face, and neck, the whole head-dress
resembling that ef the early Normuns. His left hand grasped
a bow at full stretch, while his right drew the string, with
the arrow ready to be discharged. The left arm was en-
circled by a guard, probably of leather, to protect it from the
arrow. His sword was in a sheath, the end of which war
elegantly adorned with the figures of two lions. In the sar»
chariot were & charioteer u?ging on the horses with reins an+
whip, and a shield-bearer who warded off the shafis of the
enemy with a circular shield, which, like those of Solomon,
and of the servants or shield-bearers of Hadad-ezer, king of
Zobah, may have been of beaten gold.} The chariots were low.
rounded at the top, and edged by a rich molding or borde
probably inlaid with precious metals or painted. To the sides
were suspende